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TO:  New Jobs WV Coalition 

FROM: Hart Research Associates 

DATE:  February 16, 2022 

RE: Key Findings from Survey Among West Virginia Voters 

From February 3 to 6, 2022, Hart Research Associates conducted a survey among 

501 voters in West Virginia for the New Jobs WV coalition. The survey, which was 
conducted on landlines and cell phones, is representative of West Virginia’s 
demographics in terms of gender, age, party registration, and ethnicity, and has a 

margin of error of ±4.4 percentage points. 

Our survey indicates that the people of West Virginia are eager for Congress 

to pass major economic investments legislation, and that the potential 
provisions in such legislation are popular—with many being supported by 
more than five in six West Virginians. West Virginians are clear that despite 

their general preference for bipartisanship, when it comes to key priorities, 
they want Democrats in Congress to act even if it means doing so without 

Republican support. 

Our survey also found that while Senator Joe Manchin is personally popular 
in the state, he is likely to face a tight reelection campaign should he choose 

to run again—and that delivering investments that West Virginia needs is 
not just what West Virginians want—it’s also a way to improve his reelection 

prospects. 

Here are some key findings: 

1. By nearly two to one, West Virginia voters approve of the job Joe Manchin is 

doing as U.S. senator (61% approve/34% disapprove), including 26% who 
strongly approve of his performance. However, by a 47% to 42% margin, voters 

express interest in electing someone else rather than reelecting Senator Manchin 
in 2024. After being told about potential contents of an investments package that 
could be passed via the Senate’s reconciliation rules, nearly twice as many voters 

(29%) say they would feel more favorable toward Manchin if he supported such 
a package than say they would feel less favorable (15%), which indicates that if 

Manchin ultimately supports an economic package with popular investments, it 
could help him for reelection. 

2. The economy (57%), children and families (56%), and healthcare (56%) are all 

issues that a majority of West Virginia voters think the Democrats in the U.S. 
Senate should act on immediately even if they do not have bipartisan support to 

pass legislation. The economy performs best with voters across the political 
spectrum—a near majority (49%) of Republicans would give Democrats the green 

light to pass legislation on the economy without bipartisan support. 
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3. A significant majority of West Virginia voters agree with Joe Manchin’s decision 
to oppose passing the original Build Back Better Act (67% agree with his 

opposition/26% disagree with his opposition)—but their view of that particular 
piece of legislation does not seem to undercut their desire for Manchin to support 
a “revised” investments package including some of the same policies. 

4. When given hypothetical statements that Senator Manchin might use to explain 
SUPPORT for a revised package, with few details about what is actually included, 

more than two in three West Virginia voters (including solid majorities of 
Democrats, independents, and Republicans) say the statements are convincing. 

33%

19%
24%

12%

36%

10%

46%

16%

Senator Manchin would support a legislative package if

elements like the child tax credit are targeted more

toward those who are in need. Instead of society moving

toward an entitlement mentality, we should take a closer

look at who actually needs assistance and focus

spending on them.

Senator Manchin says the country cannot afford to spend the 

money needed for the original legislative package. Instead, he 

would support a legislative package that better controls 

government spending without accounting gimmicks, and with a 

more transparent price tag.

Convincing NOT 

Convincing

29%

69% 70%

28%

Very

Convincing NOT 

Convincing

Reasons for Sen. Manchin to support revised legislative package

Not at all
Very

Not at all

 



Hart Research Associates 

  Page 3  

5. After hearing one of the two hypothetical rationales articulated above, but before 
hearing about investments that the legislation would contain, support for a 

revised package has slightly more support (44%) than opposition (42%), 
including substantial support among Democrats. 

6. We asked voters about 17 potential components of an investments package, 
including alternate ways of describing some of them, and all but one component 
received majority support (however, that provision was supported by a 21-point 

margin). Several provisions received exceptionally high marks from voters. 
Impressively, the following investments are all supported by more than five in 

six West Virginians. 
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Rebuilding WV’s water infrastructure to have cleaner, safer 

water, delivered more efficiently, and removing hazards like 

lead in water pipes, while creating good-paying jobs

Reducing prices for selected prescription drugs to make 

them more affordable

Leaving more money in working people's pockets

Extending the Black Lung Excise Tax, which funds 

healthcare and disability support for coal miners with black 

lung disease

Providing tax incentives to encourage manufacturers to build 

facilities in coalfields that would employ thousands of coal 

miners who have lost their jobs

Expanding elder care and home healthcare and ensuring 

higher wages for those workers

Ensuring clean energy technology will be built in the United 

States with American-made steel and other materials, 

creating hundreds of thousands of good jobs

 

7. Once voters have more information about WHAT is included in an economic 

investments package, support increases by nearly double digits (62% support, 
25% oppose). The information about the package is crucial to winning Republican 

voters’ support; these voters go from opposing the package by 31 points (27% 
support/58% oppose) to SUPPORTING the package by 16 points (51% 

support/35% oppose), which is a 47-point net gain. Additionally, informed 
independents equally support the package (53% support/30% oppose.) 


